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Background
The commitment

At their Third Summit (Warsaw, 2005), the Council of Europe Heads of State and Government renewed their commitment towards children’s rights and asked the Council of Europe to strengthen its work in this field. They notably requested the Organisation to co-ordinate all its activities concerning the rights of the child, to mainstream children’s rights in all Council of Europe policies and to launch a three year programme of action on violence against children. The Council of Europe transversal programme “Building a Europe for and with children” is an answer to the Summit mandate. It focuses on two closely linked strands: the promotion of the rights of the child and the eradication of violence against children

The action

After its launching in Monaco in April 2006, the “Children Programme” has achieved much progress. Effective co-ordination and mainstreaming are facilitated by the setting up of a Co-ordination Unit, an intersecretariat Task Force and, more recently, through the appointment of a thematic coordinator within the Committee of Ministers. The Committee of Ministers, the Parliamentary Assembly, the Congress, the Court, the Commissioner for Human Rights as well as most of the existing steering committees working within the Council of Europe actively contribute to the Programme’s aims.  The Programme also seeks to combine all Council of Europe tools in the most efficient manner, establishing the much needed links between legal standards, monitoring, policy development, bilateral co-operation and awareness raising.
Activities aiming to the promotion of the rights of the child have resulted in an important increase of visibility and impact of Council of Europe standards and policies. These activities include work in the areas of migrant children, Roma children, children with disabilities, the rights of children in institutions, positive parenting policies, child friendly justice, adoption, education on human and children’s rights, children’s participation and access to information, child-friendly cities and support to ombudswork for children. The visibility of all these actions has increased through the creation of a website facilitating access to all Council of Europe documents, activities, resources and events relevant to children’s rights.  

The programme of action “children and violence” (2006-2008) aims to ensure an adequate follow-up to the recommendations included in the United Nations  Secretary General’s study on violence against children. It has so far focused on the in-depth analysis of the national policies developed by volunteer countries. It has also resulted in a new convention (against sexual exploitation and abuse of children), a training programme on violence reduction in schools, a Europe-wide initiative against corporal punishment of children (launched in Zagreb in June 2008), the analysis of case studies of cities addressing the issue of street children and an on-line game to teach children internet safety.
At the launch of the Monaco process, the Council of Europe invited its partners to contribute to the setting up and implementation of Europe’s agenda in the field of children’s rights. This has resulted in an important increase in co-operation between the Council of Europe and key international partners, such as Unicef, the OHCHR, the European Commission, major NGOs and professional networks, the European Network of Ombudspersons for Children, the media and the business community.

The future

The further strengthening of this work is one of the priorities of the Swedish presidency of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe (May - November 2008). It is indeed proposed that the programme develops a  new strategy for the years 2009-2011, under the heading “Protection, provision and participation for children in Europe”, a direct reference to the rights enshrined in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child.

The forthcoming Conference “Building a Europe for and with Children: Towards a Strategy from 2009-2011” expects to gather  representatives from the 47 Council of Europe member states and other partners from 8 to 10 September in Stockholm to assess progress achieved and suggest the agenda for the years to come.
Conference objectives and format
The objectives of the conference will be:
· to share and assess progress achieved since the launching of the programme “Building a Europe for and with children”; 
· to support the implementation of the recommendations included in the UN SG Study on violence against children;  
· to identify the elements of what could be the programme strategy for the years 2009-2011. 
Format

The conference will be divided into two working sessions a one-day technical working session (8 of September) and a one and a half days high level plenary session (9-10 September). 

Participants

The Conference will gather around 300 participants, including representatives from governments, international organisations and institutions, NGOs and professional networks, parliamentarians, local authorities, ombudspersons, judges and children’s advocates as well as young people. 
	Conference work plan

	Monday 8 September
	Three parallel technical seminars

	8.00   a.m.
Registration

9.00   a.m.
session 1

10.45   a.m.
Coffee break 

11.00   a.m. 
session 2

12.45   p.m.
Lunch break

2.00   p.m.
session 3

3.20   p.m.
Coffee break

3.40   p.m.
Conclusions

5.00   p.m.
closing 

7.30  p.m.
Dinner 


	Participants enroll in one of the following seminars:

1. Meaningful and sustainable child participation

2. Violence against children: linking international cooperation to national strategies

3. Towards European Guidelines on Child Friendly Justice: Identifying core principles and sharing examples of good practice



	Tuesday 9 September
	High level plenary session I

	8.45 a.m.
	Registration

	9.30 a.m
	Official Opening 

	10.45 a.m.
	Press Conference and Coffee break

	11.15 a.m.
	Opening discussion: “In the child best interest

	12..00 
	Panel I: Mainstreaming children’s rights: Governments  commitment

	1.00 p.m.
	Lunch break

	2.30 p.m.
	Panel II: Eradicating specific forms of violence against children in Europe

	3.30 p.m.
	Panel III: Addressing violence against children: the strategic approach

	4.15 p.m.
	Coffee break

	4.45-6.00 p.m.
	Panel IV: Building a Europe with children: developing child participation



	7.30 p.m.
	Dinner

	Wednesday 10 September
	High level plenary session II

	9.00 a.m.
	Panel V: Towards a child friendly justice



	10.30 a.m.
	Panel VI: Protection, provision and participation for children in Europe: Council of Europe actors commitment



	11.15 a.m.
	Coffee break

	11.45 a.m.
	Panel VII: Protection, provision and participation for children in Europe: developing partnerships

	12.30 p.m.
	Presentation of conclusions: The elements of the Stockholm strategy


	12.45 p.m.
	Closing ceremony



	1.00 p.m.
	Lunch
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